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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The use of psychiatric drugs in our nation's
schools has nore than doubled in the first half of the |ast

decade and continues to escal ate; and

VWHEREAS, Production of these drugs has increased by nore
t han 700% si nce 1990; and

VWHEREAS, The nunber of school children taking these drugs

is approaching the 4 mllion mark; and

WHEREAS, Recent nedia stories have brought increased
scrutiny to this wuniquely Anerican |arge-scale use of

psychotropi ¢ drugs in our schools; and

WHEREAS, Recent books such as "No nore ADHD' by Dr. Mary
Ann Block, "Ritalin Nation: Rapid-Fire Culture and the

Transformation of Human Consciousness”, and Lawence H.
Diller's "Running on Ritalin: A Physician Reflects on
Children Society and Performance in a Pill" have provided

important viewpoints and information to the public debate on

t he dangers of the drugging of our children; and

VWHEREAS, Public health issues such as |ead poisoning,
thyroid deficiencies, and nmalnutrition are known to decrease

student academ c perfornmance; and

WHEREAS, Advances in medi ci ne of fer addi ti onal
opportunities to identify and treat underlying physiol ogi cal
abnormalities and deficiencies that may contribute to
decreases in student performances; such abnornmalities and
deficienci es have been shown to place students at risk of

being identified as slow | earners or behavioral problens; and

VWHEREAS, The state of Connecticut has recently passed
| egi sl ati on prohibiting non-nedical personnel from suggesting

behavi oral problens are the result of ADD or ADHD; and
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VWHEREAS, Public officials are frequently asked to provide
policy guidance on this issue without a clear understanding
of the medical and scientific issues attending the use of

psychotropi ¢ drugs on our school children; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we recognize the follow ng recommendations of the Nationa
Foundati on of Wonen Legislator's Speci al Educati on

Sub- Commi tt ee, which include:

(1) A review by scientific, educational, and nedi cal
prof essionals of the physiological risk factors associated

W th decreases in academ c perfornmances and behavi or;

(2) Recomrendati ons on screening procedures to identify
children at risk due to physiological abnormalities and

defici encies; and

(3) Recommendations of non-drug treatnent options or
nmodel legislation to decrease the occurrence of these risk

factors in our school -age popul ation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to the Director of Public Health.
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